	Year 3            Topic: Rainforests     Term: Autumn 1 2021 - 2022       Teacher: Miss Curtale 

	English/Literacy
Students will read, discuss and raise questions about various text types.

Writing Composition

We will be learning to write in paragraphs, for various text types. This will include informative and creative texts such as fact files, instructions and descriptions.  

Spelling, Punctuation & Grammar

· Revising punctuation – full stops, capital letters, finger spaces, exclamation and question marks.

· Identifying verbs, nouns and adjectives

· The use of adjectives to create interesting writing pieces 

Reading 

Students will bring home one reading book a week. If your child needs their book changed earlier, please have them let an adult know. Our class novel is Matilda, by Roald Dahl. Students are encouraged to bring a copy of the book in if they have one.
	Mathematics

Our topic focus will be number and place value. Some things we will cover include:

· Counting backwards and forwards by 1, 10, 50 and 100

· Identifying the place value of each digit in a number 

· Comparing and ordering numbers up to 1000

· Number patterns and sequences 

We will also have a strong focus on multiplication this year, starting with revision of 2x, 5x, and 10x. 

Then we will move onto 3x and 6x. 

Students will be encouraged to use a range of strategies in maths including the use of manipulative resources such as counters, number lines and number squares.
	Science

As our topic is Rainforests, will be learning about plants this half:

· The parts of a plant and their functions

· What plants need to grow

· How water travels through plants 

· The plant life cycle

We will also be conducting a range of science investigations and students will have opportunities to plant their own fruits and vegetables.


	History & Geography

We have a busy half term, as October is Black History Month.

In geography we will cover:

· Continents and countries – including locating the equator and the tropics of Cancer and Capricorn

· Natural geography of rainforests – including layers of the rainforest

· Deforestation 

For Black History Month we will learn about the inspirational stories and influences of Ruby Bridges, Marcus Rashford and Alma Thomas. We will also look at a traditional African Folk Tale called Mufaro’s Beautiful Daughters by John Steptoe.



	
	
	 Physical Education

Children are required to participate in a range of physical activities, throughout the week.

· Daily Mile
· PE (Thursday) 
We will be focusing on ball sports.
Please ensure your child is wearing their PE kit to school every Thursday.

	

	· 
	
	
	Art /Design Technology

Children will be creating a range of art pieces related to our rainforest topic and Black History Month. These include: 

· Self Portraits 

· Origami – Rainforest birds

· Dot painted frogs

· Alma Thomas inspired art 

· Sketches inspired by the folk tale, Mufaro’s Beautiful Daughters 



	Religious Education

Our class Saint is St Patrick. We will learn about his life and St Patrick’s Day.

Our RE topic is Beginning with the Church. We will learn about:
· The 4 Catholic revelations – tradition, creation, human experience and scripture

· Moses and the Burning Bush

· Monotheism

· Metaphors for God 

· The Nicene Creed 
	ICT/ Computing

The students will be learning coding though Purple Mash. Homework may be set for students occasionally, so please ensure students know their login details


	Music

We will be investigating the sounds of the rainforest and recreating some of those sounds using percussion instruments.

	

	
	Homework

These are some simple tasks and activities that Year 3 should be doing regularly at home to help with their learning.

· Reading every day for at least 20 minutes (with or without direction) 

· Practising spelling words daily (checking pre-test books for misspelt words)

· DoodleMaths, Tables, English & Spell – please ensure students know their login details

If work is incomplete in the classroom it may also be sent home for homework.

Feel free to contact the school for any advice or guidance at any point in time. 




