	Year: 1 – Mr. James Fogarty                             Topic: Celebrations – The Jolly Christmas Postman                         Autumn B: 2nd November 2020
This half term Year One will be learning traditional tales and will be focusing on stories featuring a trio of characters or events. Below is a summary of what your child will be covering in each subject with suggested activities you could do to support the work done in school.

	English:
This term we will be:
Focusing on two books – The Jolly Postman and The Jolly Christmas Postman. 
We will use these stories to;

· Express opinions on what characters do or should do. 
· Write letters to and from characters. 
· Use phonics skills to write simple sentences. 
· Justify our ideas using ‘because’
· Join ideas together using ‘and’. 
· Use lists to organise items. 

· Organise narratives using ‘first’, ‘second’, ‘next’, ‘after that’, etc. 

· Respond to and caption images. 

Parents please would you:

· Listen to your child read daily. 
· When reading ask questions to check for understanding. You can also stop and ask your child to make a prediction about what might happen next.

Books will get changed often but it is helpful to re-read books. Children are assessed frequently to make sure they are reading the right level books. Currently we are not using reading record books – so the only thing children will be bringing home is their reading book. 
	Maths:
This term we will be: 

Consolidating methods of addition before moving onto subtraction. Then splitting numbers into tens and ones. 
Working with numbers up to 20 we will be;

· Adding using number lines, pictures, and cubes.

· Finding the difference between different amounts.

· Learning number bonds for numbers under 10. 

· Learning to subtract by taking away. 

· Learning to subtract by counting backwards. 

· Breaking numbers into tens and ones. E.g. 16 has 1 ten and 6 ones. 

· Learning to count in twos, fives, and tens. 

Parents please would you:

· Practise counting with your child. Count to 20. Try and count backwards using a number line.  

· Check to see if your child is writing numbers the correct way round and help them practise this. 

· Log on to doodle for some maths practice. 

 
	Science:
This term we will be: 
Learning about light and dark. 
We will;

· Learn about night-time and daytime. 
· Learn about some animals that only come out at night. 
· Experiment with electrical circuits to connect batteries, bulbs, and switches. 

· Use light and dark to make shadow puppets. 
· Compare materials for translucency. 
Parents please would you:

· Talk about the days getting shorter. 


	ICT:
This term we will be: 
We will be using iPads to create art for our celebrations topic. 

We will;

· Create pictures of fireworks for bonfire night. 
· Create and save images for Christmas cards. 


	
	
	
	Art /Design Technology:
We will be: 
Creating a range of Christmas decorations and cards. These will include tree-top stars, reindeer antlers, and Christmas tree cards. 
We will learn how to;
· Join materials together. 

· Learn how to make pop-up 3d pictures. 
· Select and use appropriate tools for different tasks. E.g., scissors, glues, tape, rulers.


	Music:

We will be learning a selection of Christmas carols. 
We will learn music for a scaled down nativity play. 

As the weather gets colder we will learn different ways to use our voices and musical instruments to describe the weather. 
	RE: 
This term we will be: 

Learning about the church year from advent to Christmas.

We will; 

· Learn about the seasons of the year and how these relate to the liturgical calendar. 

· Learn the names of the different gospels and share stories from Marks gospel. 

· Learn about praying – why and how do we do it. 

· Learn the meaning of advent and why it is important. 

· Act out the nativity story and create related artwork. 

· Recall how we celebrate Christmas and discover how it is celebrated around the world. 
	Topic: 
For our celebrations topic we will be learning about; 

· Diwali and the story of Rama and Sita. 

· Thanksgiving and the story of the pilgrims to America. 

· Bonfire night and the story of Guy Fawkes. 

· How Christmas is celebrated today compared to how it was celebrated decades ago. 

	Information for parents:
· Year 1 has PE every Thursday. Children need to come to school in their PE kits. As the weather gets colder this should include some kind of cardigan/jumper. 

· We won’t be using reading record books – the only thing children will be taking home is their reading book. 

· In Year 1 our homework is daily reading with your child.
· You will receive the weekly spellings on Monday – the spelling test will be on Friday.  
· For children’s birthdays we cannot accept anything to be given out; but we will have a celebration in class.  


