	Nursery – Caterpillar Class                Autumn Term B 2021/2022                Topic: Celebrations
Below is a summary of what your child will be covering in each subject with suggested activities you could do to support them.

	Personal, Social & Emotional Development
We will be: 

· Continuing to develop relationships with adults and other children.
· Learning more about the school “Golden Rules” and how to follow them.

· Discussing ideas for how to play well together and resolve any conflicts.

· Using circle time and talk partners as a chance to get to know each other more.
· Discussing the special occasions we celebrate and what we like to do on these days.
Parents please would you:

· Encourage the children to continue developing friendship groups, e.g., suggest ways to join in, such as sharing toys.
· Discuss rules and routines and why these are important. 

· Ask the children to tell you about what things they like to do at school. 
	Communication & Language 
We will be:
· Starting phase 1 phonics where we will be tuning into sounds, listening and remembering sounds and talking about sounds.
· Listening to stories, songs and rhymes.
· Developing our communication and vocabulary.
Parents please would you:
· Play simple rhyming games and sound matching games at home.
· Go on a listening walk with your child and talk about the sounds that you can hear.

· Talk about the stories and songs that we have been learning and encourage them to recount these.
	Physical Development 
We will be:
· Using a range of different mark making equipment.
· Developing our grip and control when using one-handed tools such as pencils and scissors.
· Practising large muscle movements such as waving streamers and using climbing apparatus. 
Parents please would you:

· Have a variety of pens, pencils, and other art equipment at home and allow the children to choose which ones they would like to use.
· Be creative together; provide fun craft and mark making activities and talk about what the children’s work says/shows.
	Religious Education
We will be:
· Learning the main events of The Christmas Story.

· Learning that Advent is a time of preparation for the birth of Jesus.

· Learning songs for and taking part in the school Nativity Play. 
· Learning about religious festivals celebrated by non-Christian religions such as Diwali and Hanukkah. 
Parents please would you:

· Discuss the meaning of Christmas for you with your child. 
· Ask the children to sing you the nativity songs that they have been learning. 

	Literacy
We will be:
· Learning to read our name.
· Continuing to practise writing our name.
· Talking about different celebrations and stories that we have read.
· Practising how to share and read a book: left to right, turning pages in order, etc.
· Using lots of opportunities to write such as shopping lists, invites and Christmas cards.
Parents please would you:

· Read a story book each day and help the children make connections to the text, e.g., Who was your favourite character? Why?
· Write together: practise name writing and crafting words together, discussing what the marks mean.
· Go on a letter hunt. Find text in everyday life and discuss what it is used for, e.g., recipes, tube maps, books.
	Mathematics 
We will be: 
· Counting various objects by saying one number for each in order from 1 to 10.
· Beginning to recognise small groups of items without having to count each individually. 

· Beginning to explore 2D shapes.

· Matching numerals to the correct amounts of objects up to 5.
Parents please would you:

· Go on a number hunt. Find different numbers in everyday life and discuss what they mean and what they are used for, e.g., birthday cards, bus numbers, price tags.
· Go on a shape hunt. Look for 2D shapes in everyday life.
· Ask the children to help you at the shop. Can you collect 5 apples etc.?
	Understanding the World 
We will be: 

· Using our senses to explore different natural materials.
· Discussing our family life and traditions.
· Beginning to explore different occupations.
Parents please would you:

· Visit natural environments such as parks and beaches to explore the outdoors.

· Talk about pictures and memories of celebrations which you enjoy as a family, e.g., baptisms, Christmas, birthdays. 
· Talk about the jobs that family members do and how these occupations help others in our community. 
	Expressive Arts and Design
We will be:
· Continuing to make believe and explore pretend play.
· Exploring different materials and textures, thinking about how to use them to make different props and objects.
· Learning new songs as a group.
Parents please would you:

· Draw pictures of a story book that you have read together and discuss the meanings that children give to their drawings.
· Make props for role play using different materials and recyclables from around the home.
· Talk about your favourite songs. Why do you like them? What do they make you think of?


